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Abstract : Aromaticricesare preferred by consumersall over theworld dueto itsflavour and pal atability. A large number of these collectionsare
availablebut thereisstill scope for systemic analysison grain quality and genetic divergencefront. Indiapossesses an immense weal th of Basmati
and non Basmati aromatic rice varietiesand land races exhibiting awide variability in their grain quality and cooking characteristics. |n present
study forty varieties/lines of Basmati and non Basmati aromatic rices were evaluated for their physical and quality characteristics. Among all
quality characteristics aromawas considered as most important quality parameter of high quality rice. In our study aromaranged fromvery low to
strong. The gelatinizing temperature ranged from low to high intermediate category. Thiswasindirectly decided by alkali digestion scorewhich
ranged from 7.0 to 2.0. Cooked kernel length, cooked kernel breadth, elongation ratio, gel consistency and amylose content were al so recorded.
Variousgrain quality parameters of these vari eties/lines were compared to premium Dehradun basmati 3020. Based on thisstudy it wasrevealed
that besides Basmati rice other non Basmati aromaticrice varieties should also promoted by scientistsand adopted by more and morefarmers
and traders so the consumers can get better aromatic rice at lower cost and simultaneously we can maintain our traditional non basmati aromatic
ricegerm plasm.
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